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For the sake of arswment, which s of course alwaivs gi) v than e
truth. there are two spevies of desective story, bn the firse, the detective
snlves his problem by veason—dedugtive reason bosed om observation
—rmler like cecent madels heyp hegseo-dedoctive b of (he sewenzific
process. The progenstors of this catepary of story were Edgar Allep
Fae apd Conan Doyle, thougly ingenious poreens have ﬁllgg{':b;:d carlier
vaamples.

This category was at the helght ol its populariy and estoem just
befare and after the First World War, It avpacied both - as working
Practitoners and repders s goad many professional academics, and
anvenp s readers there was 2 high propostan of irained peelessional
minds, Thete were asempie w oser down rigid mules of | such
stories should he written. including probilisons of “ileg Sman” de
vites.

Sinece the thivtes, this Eind of siory has been under congnuous
critical auback by such authoricies o the whole detective EChre 3%
Jubione Syiems, Howrever, witlin (he [ast fow vears i Bes aLpacted
soie aclmicihle new writers. sech @6 D0 Jaowes i Englinsd. who ean
B camtgraarenl Eavooealdy switl e wrirees of the Pvens. She bebanes
e Bl Tagwily ool whom wee moia el ebie B sk il cledod e sty

Che ochve Lamily s slighobs Barbee G0 e, Do in Fus T
tebile features Bnoas i erens o e rme e vle i svhicde is ,.u.-;,_-,:-:.
vial iee the clissical swiehes i sl o bides s olenoe, o s IET
confertibibe wigh oo soliaes person plisigins inie the ik of mre.
ke craee Db ippst wath 0 lerelio B e oV a8 s senine,
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aa i e ek o dts fest major expocicad . Dashiell Hammen® [ vogue
mcreased with the vosmie of Eeee expresslen by Hweatore, angd in In-
AT loTTs i i ks ousiv and pasivnately ronmanii.

Ieodoesin nesd savimg, or P oought not Ge, thar oo seflons bvesi-
aathon of celme bas ever fodle o od either of these 1wo paper patierhs
Bl ape connh eattions. and e momantic one. ool seameadtan soee
Jpmonised. B oks much o comention as the sther, Xnocrime Jas bBeen
solvgdd b the inellecioal spegations of Shedock Holwws, me s auwe
sophisehciled suceersard, Moy hE SiEl ane D cstigansrs wondlenng aboae.
proferably noan impencwsiEe haee onothe Ivinges of s, gun
u-sfer the armpt and cn the hip.

Beal puiu:_c wirrh bas v Wl levns siitisbeearaly conves cu o fiction
|_'|-_.-_||,-|r1l‘}|_ John Crensev had o scade ac oa Al CX[arr r.\I.l|:iI.'-L'I'IIlEI:I ATE LNl
phatie in their dissavsfaction, and the lieeraey evidence bs compleely
o their sdde B owoeaid rﬂ|-||ir-|:- b dnsight ani L:nl.'-v.'h."ilq-n ol & ver
lkigh order, such s Balzag vsed e exphre the performmige of carle
nineirenthcentury Frewch fir. noe. There et |'|:|l.1u._!!1 Balracs 1o
go rowrimt. and o pedern ane o andikels oo devore msclf e deective
slorbis (Sinvene & te peaccst approacl. i s leng way off . Further.
ey well euippod the gadem was, the resalt might be destincly
e bous; S0 owe hove o ke bl st ol wlat we have, and ot eXpect
man mudh inche Wiy of Tacowal tmh, Mere is 0 miner are As with
miny meinar arls, cach ol §s branches, sensation sLries © o wse the
perztemnth-oeniuzy name Tor the romantic anes ) ol classic D deteetive
suoties, has ofon given more pleasaipe thae works b a e ar,

I the meidse ol T8 andin avocatkons. so many more than moss
I B __Im:quc'\. Barsien hias Been an skBicy ol digeciive siomes for most
o his life. Togetlwr with has fricas] ‘Wendell Fl Tasiur, s has argan-
ised ire oL Cartefogrer of Crime Dy far tbe nwst schidarly iocammcnt ol
the whale subjeel. Bur it will cat sorprime ansone that, besween the
tao main branches of deiece: fiction a8 defined aleve, Bavron gioes
riasl of hds inlerest oed adi lis adiection. we e clissiend form, LE ssn'
hard e divine at deast o reasore These 5 oo echo of Bowdelaire's
wreal gem. AL the end of the vevage, there (o e desicalle. coaneey.
mne s fowited 1o fnd leandé, dovescelires todeprds But v aniy dhose
Allierepibenns Alsie aredre Xos a6l alb g6l s o candiien @ the rese
nected, Qi ol sl Beirevin o owowk . there e o deoesml. amd ey
Prosorapiion. or seder b i meiner Boroniliscd ane e b clisesenl
at frast @ comlersing hant ol i

Jsapd thwsin, div et reae af o giwifl LERTE LN T |’H|FI||."' e really
vl bissde il dberenaive sries bor exenasenn, Bnoag deabsilal wlieilse
tHew el thess as masch s ey aliink. foroche: puorele althenzh i as
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itice la pick our the answer, even the moas imgenmus und conscienriols
p!.:lz:iu salvers. such as the grear mathematician G, H, Hardv. don't feel
disngreeably frustcated if rhey Eail. There Is a satisfaction Hreprr thar
getting the answer right. The final blessing of the classical detective
story i amother of Boudelaires invitations. & is eabime. And it 1= the
calm—maral calm. if one can use 2 pretentsus phrase—which comes
frim order, and will come from norhing else.

Think of the 1olmes stories, The plots are preey unsophisicated
by the standards of these that follow. Like nther greal originators,
Doyle was i techrical respects nothing like as goed a5 Uy writers who
wouldn't have existed withour him. Holmes's detective PLUCESSES SR
often mildly absurd. set agaimst the clossical exampies of the rgacs
and 19308 The atmusphere 15 marvellous. but the dislogue is fre-
quently careless and inept. Nevertheless, there is magic, Doyle had 3
reassuring touch of genids, which supremelv poguilar writers some-
times passess, and aesthetie writers dont Who has Enished 3 Holmes
#ory without feeling sheltered in 3 gecure world. where decency. hon.
aur. and courage in the long run triwmph. and where with will and
effeer righteourness and order can be mode to prevail? At the con-
Clusion of a Holmes ease, Baker Street, with supper sendt in from
Fortnuims amd o couple of gond bodtles of wine, s o delegiable TepTE-
sentation af the «nd of Baudelaire's voyage.

That same promise of order is the emotional basis of rhe ¢lassical
detective storbes which succoeded Holmes. Tt vt often so powerful,
because the writers. thaugh more ingenious and disciplined, hadn's
Dayle's primary gift. Bt it is there.

The form developed and to an extent divided. Some of the prac-
titloners carried ingenuity 1o the extrerne. which is nearly alwiys a
mlstake in an arificial form, & good ma ny concenimated on the ualidit]'
and homesty of the purele, Monsignor Renald Knox lnid down staiupes.
which tospect-worthy detective writers wers ordered 1o abey, These
had an efect similar to Boileau's instroctions about verse,

Clasakeal art, even in its minor exprossions, is a delicate graweh,
and tends 1o wither or, alternatively. 10 break out in non-classical ofl-
shuots, 4F it has too much regulation. Knox's own storics were not
fech good, He was e of those singulac products of inhe-d English
upper-thiss education who have enommeus charisimg at schaol 2nd
nnltersiny and @ |ifebvang iampact on thedr comtemporarios which is et
rasd Tor later mencraeens v understand. Anialwr of these phenonena
was Mix Beevbabun. and there are owe of three recen examples,

ltoweser. mitics adehicioed to classical perine paid attentian o e
Riwe elowarine. My oven sasee inoare is on thie bupmere side of the classi-
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cal. Barzum, a purer characier. isn't 48 comloreable with dipartuices
jremt the siviet farm. Buor he has o comprehensive knowledge of il
ciassical dezective sfors wilicrs, et il Eavonrites carey  beir wwn
RS L

Ler us have a look. iy chrorssegloal ceder, from befare the First
Worldl War into the thirgees, ot a few of the English examples. B Aus-
renn Freeman B Q. Badlev. Freeman Wills Croft. Anthony Berkeles,
Epthy Siveste—and oo sub-category of her own coverlng o much
lapger span of time, Agatha O -rithe. Fooeman wis hinssell & inan of
sorntifie :dut:ﬁ'iurl | there w severz] vileers ||'|r:.:_:|d.l.r|.g AT DEIEIETE
prodesscr ol l:hEI!'lJEutr:. wha during the sane |:er:4,||,'] wroge delscnee
:u.-:!rl-ui-—l.l5-|.l.:l:l|._'|I Correcl bud not |::|r|:'.==1|.||13—||1 thiric ol -newerernes 1 ancd
imvened a ]'-‘E‘ﬂ".lhfl!’l:t' austere medical decectrve, [, Thorndvke, The
drlostion (e (et siories, granted the artificinlities of the EEILTE. IS 1t
pecealde, Sometinmes the prescnlacion is as near svsieman s as a des
e v stary can be: clins. presented with faithiul scrupule sness and
ni sricks, and then aferwiceds the chanee for deduction, | .cre are na
luerary concessions, though wow and then the massive incegrity of the
enlerprise does produce, guisikde the domaln of the puzele, a suspension
of dichellel. At the height of the classical vegue. peaple were knewn 1o
waks away at the clees el cmerge with the glghn answer,

ot seems unlikely that, in s of the present remaizaance of olass
cal sories, which I have abre 'v hinted at omd ol cetuen 1o, Free-
man's will be mucl [h.||:l|:iu|:|lc-:i apain. Cne gees the impression thae chev
are a kit toa unalluring cven fer Barrun's spright mind. That, how
e1er. 8 oot true of H, O Bailey, Unlke mos! of Barsun's admirations,
this, which other cognascent approve of, ds ame 1 cant share, Like
Freeman. Bailey had some scientific knowbedpe. and Bio detecive
Rewsic Forrupe was & forensic specialist. The detection is o winest os
Foooman's, and rhe plasting more ingenious amd subtle, 0 che man
aerising, the general anmsphere of giggling and whas the English
neww Sl jokesneess. for me ke away Froms any kind of naresive con-
Yitice Omoe again, 1 would ket lwavily againse a revival of Baidey,

Freeman Wills Croft ig ton much for Barzun and evervons ols:
s was the classicnl detective story carried o the limit of hathes
Usnfrs was I:':l arigin & raibwiiv  mlneer. dind the siories degend on an
Rt and ﬁl’.‘l‘llﬂ:lﬂ!-' interpre.can of the English ridlway mrsem---in
e Twenizaes, o o] €1 ad sere elalorate wml wiclespreal chan 0 s e
Flos wieil priumate |Ii!-|-'ﬂ'll:-T Frooch bl o make more rallway AHIFIW
Bl gl macre tinseraldes han anv deteetive o ehe liepacur: Railw s
vhbicis ol whoam there wone alwavs o Lde sneher a1 Eoe aml s
b onjieved the stories, ha s one «lse dil,
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iy :_he Ume af Anthony Berkeley, well inte the twenties, detective
Rbory wrilers were beginning o show the flrst signs of restbesenogs at
the classical confines. Just a5 Bailey gees o my nerves by his pvey.
sprightdiness. Beckeley seeans to have the same effect on Barmun Bue
e was an interesting man, He was well-to-do ind wrote and reviewsd
detective siories for many years as a wealthy man's hobibe. The pesult
wils A terialn preciosity and over-elaborntion. The Polsoned Chocoltfes
Murider, bizarrely cunning, ks a coneealed purslic exerdlae an the over
claboration inta which others were develeping the classical derective
story. Berkeley had a good deal of wit and dght-weight lerary 1alent
In the thirties be wrow, inder the same of Francis les {his real n.:rrm.
was Cox ). several suspense novels of crime. not detective alories, which
were effective in a monner at the same thne idsosymerote and sur-
reftitivusly prrverse. :

Some of his backs bear rereading very well. Tcan | -2ive him a
bt for certain of his jokes. In ope ctory, he has an ir.u.uE]: coloned
who finds it difficule o distinguish between prets and unforiunaie
celoared denizens of the former British Colonial Empire, [n the course
of the E}'!:.Er:.r, he 1s compelled to have social pelations with some
o e " S
l:h:;ﬂ;lndz-:s.t.::::t- he says hweartily, “kick them. The anly languaga

With Derothy Sayers. there are ather signs of the cloasical form
beeuning vppressive w a fine practitioner, It wasns's that she chrated
on the detective story rules, She obeyed them as Izithfully a3 any of
the duller masters, and, being a scholar mangrd ps well 25 8 kind of
George Sand mangué, she winte an admirgble history and annlysis of
the genre. By purist standards, hor only Fault was that some of her
u:mtho-ds of homicide were remarkably over-clover, and had the addi-
tional disadvantage, at least for an enthusinstie murderor, that the
probably wouldn't have worked. {Incidentally, a great rxperiwnhjll
physicist once proposed the mess complex and sophisticaied mr:hl::d
ol murder a6 Far invented, Tn a deteciive atory. the trouble would .huw
been thae the only proasille culprit was lwosisd to he (he Erean experi-
macaital physicist himself )

Tri abl vechnical respects, Dorothy Sayers—more potent than siher
Bafteel  woemen_ including MNgaio - Marsh a5 Aargery Allingham -
lowmiel In the thirties s the last bargerahan-life figure in the classical
detereve siory . Slw wis only tnsatesfactues i ihae sde beeasnse she
kot chrenl o ie ot gave 1t wp. She devoted hersel! g religious wrllin
anit Thanee scholaeship, and lved robustls the faeend of an unl ﬁ
fite. A che Gimee, this secmed o 53.|:|L|5¢|{|:.:: thir u|'|5;:|[\-5|:|:-1:-|_q_- JF .!|:“- pf:;
Rl story. bur the prognseticanes had read dhe EVIR o '-'r-*'un

They oughe 1o have pail necre attenton 1w the wark .;:;f' .'i;_n]ln
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Christlie, whose books were becoming, through che fortes, fifnes, six-
es, mare popualar shan ever ') over the world, (10 any mogazine in
thee Sovier Union ds geitieg oo rroubde with s clzeoladon, there s
ape simple preseripoon—publish 3 sory by CAmia” ) Agatha Chrisoe
had begon writing detective storbes during. F ne before. the Fiest
winrld War. The dotes of hoy ;1|.|h|1¢:|,r|n|15 COVET SI%LY VPars: there are
goigi 1 be some difficult probiems for biblbeeraphers and woxiual crate
i+ [ many wars. not only in her abnermal praductivity  -he wasn'
1 vrihiodoy detective story wriler. She broke the rules 0 egitimadcy
ahers she lebt Hke 0.oefwen glarngly, as in Hope? Ackeoyd and in Crr-
tiirs ¢ Podpot’s [ase casey. Her seeret. and one which makes ber o
singuizr Fashion suprens. 5 o trick-—pacthy wechobeal bt posch mere
emereing from patural, mbive cupning—al somothing (ke pevcho-
logical slelghi-of-hand, or o Livrary wersion of the thiee-card irkck. In
the whale history of thoe dete - v sboey, she B 7ochaps the preatese
odicr: not the greavest weinc, Lot quits alone, with oo one remaely
like her

Nevertheless, the theorotcians ionoeed her s they tellowed the
rise, and expecied the :nmplﬁc doanitizaien, of the senszoion novel
Iru 115 lwcnl!i:th-mtur!.' manilestatlon, it began, as the classical de-
weiive sy had begun, with a writer of major litetary le 1. Dashiell
L' cmmett, dn & steice Lieracy sense, was a bewer wiriter tho soy of his
classical contempararies. That appealed 10 cultivated tase, amd wos a
facmar, For a tinee n decistee o, 10 colebirating tho death of the classi-
cal legm and the take-nver by the pew oo,

Rjg;hl up to the present dav, pood writers have beep attracted o it
an excellent exampie in Ame orica is Stanbey Ellin, who could have
written #lmeat anyliing wekl England, Julian S-mons, o good poct
and distinguished critle, was o impressed, on the lileracy evidence, by
the superiority of (the suspense mode thar be became s chicl theoreri-
cian. Just fo prove his point. be abandoned his ewn accomplished
classical detective storics, and procesded 10 wite pven more AotonE
plishedd suspense storscs. He is properly respected by Enpland, and,
through bath theory and pracooc. his views carried mach = cight,

And yer, Baram isn't aloae b -:|1$|;|]|i1m'.'lug of hiEs for g wase
Hanme was, of course, a% rmnnnile a8 |!:=:r|.'||np_;w.1.!.'_ are! =0 have boen
b sucoessord. In the lamecipee of Ieterary texthoske, this 15 2 ronanise
12wl all sl LTI T g_llllli amcl bl anderackeaeak |1|_'rh-|:1|._1|-
tanl—avhich thae menns. Hamomic s, |hmlgh luis A tepiclond s
heusd do soeplical wnd critseal minds, o cmphasize the virnees of s
fEwsare. Opee Cony'Ldigpense sl arder for ever. cither oy sodicey o
i e luerarare wlich creeeoe o i -

M args often shew an uodersroanid Iomssee smne time belore
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major anes. Cectamly there have recently been shitrp signa of a rewurn
o classical detective stories, boih ameng resders and writers. In fact,
the foron never losc ks readership as much as crizieal opiion sug-
Bestedd. 4t bs Importang o remember that this veadership hasn't ac any
Hroe, except lor smgular phenomena like Dovle and Agatha Chrisaie,
Been an enormous one. Mast well-known pracusoners sold i hard-
back o few thousamd copies. no more. ) Agatha Christie, (ke sempiter-
nall has comtisnser dowsn the decades o anract a Lirge audience. Her
survival has taught, o7 vupht 1 have taughe. o simple essou. Peaple
gkt predict that the elassical detective stary, o anything like it. was
dead. A considerable public wok not the slightest notice and went on
roadiag i,

Further. while writers s gocd as Ellin were EWINg mew sophiat.
entlon to the suspense novel, others of comparable gifls were applying
themselves o the classical. In England most of these have been
women—Gwen Butler, Ruth Rendall, Elizabeth Ferrars, Celia Frem-
lin. Quite recently there has appeared another (mentioned at the be
ginning of chis article) a5 gified as any of the founding fathers and
mothers—P. D Jamed. She is not only as gifted as the farerunners,
but has added skills that they didn't possess. Bhe is as poholady g
Derothy Sapers. but much more cool-headed and critical She would
have made on admirable siralght novelist, When anyons a5 good as
this ks bringing new excellences to a nice minor art, it is a faly prre
sumprich that othees will follow. She s the bes living teatimany o ihe
durability of the Barzun rasie.
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