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Onsapxa . Xok

CamMo€ HEBEPOATHOE MPECTYIUIEHUE

S ne nerextuB. Ilo mpaBae cka3aTh, OOJBIIYIO YaCTh BCE-
ro 3TOTO BPEMEHHU s ObUI MOXO0X Ha CHEXHOI'O YEJOBEKa,
IpOOUPAIOIIETOCS CPEAU OTPOMHBIX CyrpoOoB mpu 70 -
MMUJIBHOM BETPE, UYTO JCBITh MECALEB B TOAY HOCAXKIACT
BaM 3a JIMHHEH BEYHOU MEP3JIOTHI B OECIUIOIHBIX MPOCTO-
pax ceBepHou Kanampl.

Ho ecnu Bbl KUBETE TOJBKO BIABOEM CO CBOMM HalapHU-
KOM B JBYXCTaxX MUJISIX OT OJMIKAMIIEro ImoCeleHHUs U OJ-
HaXXJ1bl HAXOJIUTE €r0 YOUTHIM — 3TOTO BIIOJIHE JIOCTATOYHO,
4TOOBI CTaTh JETEKTUBOM, 3a MOJHBIM OTCYTCTBUEM 3ECh
KOro-JIN0O APYTOro.

Ero 3Banu Yapnp3 Pana, a meds I'eapu bodbopt. Koraa
1, W3ydas KypC YCOBEPIICHCTBOBAHHOW TE€OJOTHAM, IIO-
BCTpeyasca ¢ HuM, Yapau ObUT yKe TOJTHBIM ITpodeccopoM
BOCTOHCKOTO YHMBEpPCHUTETa W paboTand HaJl CEPhEIHOU
KHUTOM O BJIWSIHUMA BEYHOW MEP3JIOTHI HA ITOJ3€MHBIC 3aIia-
Cbl MUHEPAJIBbHOTO CHIPBHSI.

A pabotai B ero oTJeje aCCUCTEHTOM, U Mbl C HUM BJIpYT
cpa3zy HOAPYKHJIMCh — 3TOMY CIIOCOOCTBOBaja, BEPOSITHO,
MOS HEIABHSIS KEHUTH0a HA OJIMCTATENHLHONU OJIOHIUHKE T10
uMeHu [penc, koTopas cpa3y K€ MNPHUBJIEKIA BHUMAHUE
Yapiu.

Ero cobcTBeHHas »KeHa pa3Beslach ¢ HUM JIECAThIO Tojia-
MU paHbliie ¥ ucuesna B rayiu FOxuaoit Kanudophauwu.



MBI TOCTOSSHHO 00ejanu BTPOEM, W Halla OJau3Kas
Ipy>k0a pa3BHUBaJaCh B JIOBOJIbHO IPEICKA3yEMOM HarpaB-
JICHUM.

B at0 Bpems Uapnu ObLIO yKe 3a COPOK, U OH OBLI CTap-
me Hac ¢ I'penc ner Ha necdatb. Bech nepuon TOW Haleu
IpY>XObl OH MOCTOSIHHO 3aroBapuBaji 00 OJHOM WU TOM K€
MPOEKTE, KOTOPBIN CTal €ro MEUTOM.

“IIpexae yeM si COCTaprOCh I TAKUX JEJ, MHE XOUETCS
MIPOBECTH TOAMK 32 JIMHUEW BEUHOU MEP3JIOTHI .

Takass BO3MOKHOCTb IMOJABEPHYJIACh €My pPaHbIIC, YEM
MBI CMOTJIM Obl JIa)K€ MPEIOJOXKUTh, U B OJIMH IIpeKpac-
HbIM JIEHb OH 3asBUJI, YTO MPOBEIAET CBOU I'0OJIOBOM TBOpPYE-
CKUW OTIIYyCK B HAy4YHO-UCCIIEJOBATEIbCKOU CTAHLMKA Ha
3amaIHOM ToOepexbe 3anuBa | 'y130H.

“4 monmyuun rpaHT (OHIA HAa BOCEMb MECSIEB HAyUYHBIX
HCCIICOBAaHMI’, — CKa3all OH, — “‘a ATO OoJjbllas yjaada.
Jpyroii Takoil yxe He Oyzer’ .

“Bbpl coOupaeTech OTIPABUTLCS Tyda B OJMHOYKY?” —
IMOUHTEPECOBAJIACH I peiic.

“Boo011e-To s HaACHOCh yOEIUTh Balllero My»a COCTa-
BUTh MHE KOMIIAHUIO .

OT HEOXXUJTAHHOCTH S MOPTHYJI M, BEPOSITHO, BUJl Y MEHSI
ObLI CclIerka MCIyraHHbIM: ~“Bocemb MecslieB B TNTYIIH, TJe
HET HUYEro, KpoMe cHera?”

Yapau ynbeiOHyncs: “Hudero, kpome cHera. Kak BBl
Hacu€T 3Toro I'peiic, cMOriau Obl BBl OTITYCTUTh €r0 Ha BO-
CEMb MecseB?”

“Ecnmnm oH caM 3axoder!”’— AOUINIOMAaTUYHO OTBETHIA
I'peric. OHa cTapaiach HE CTOATh Y MEHA HA ITyTH, KOTJA S
XOTeJI YTO-JIM0O0 IPEANPHUHSITS.



Bedepom MBI 10JIr0 00CYX Jadu 3TOT BOIPOC, HO 51 YK€
3HAJI, 4YTO MomnaJicsi Ha Kpro4dok. A otmpasuics ¢ Yapnu
®armna B CeBepHyro Kanany

JloM - Korjga Mbl IpUOBUIM TyJa CHaydalla Ha CaMOJIETE,
IMOTOM Ha CYJIHE, a 3aT€M Ha CHEroXOJI€ - OKa3aliCi Ha
yIAUBJICHUE OJIar0yCTPOCHHBIM MECTOM, C 3allacoOM IMPOIyK-
TOB HA LEJIbIN TO/I.

Y Hac ObUIa IBYCTOPOHHSSA PAJAUOCBS3b C BHEITHUM MHU-
POM, BCE HEOOXOAMMBIC MEIMKAMEHTBI M KHHM)KHBIA IIKaQ,
oJHBIN KHUT. BCE 3a cuét hoHaa, KOTOphIH (prHAHCHUPOBAI
HaIlli pabOThI B 001aCTH MEP3JIOTOBEICHUS.

JloM cocTtos1 U3 TpEX OOJBIIMX KOMHAT - J1Ja0OpaTopuUu
ISl UCCJIEIOBAHUM, TOCTMHOM CO BCTPOCHHOW KYXHEU W
VIOTHOM CIHAJIbHU C BBITOPOKEHHOU B YIJly BAaHHOW, TJE
MOYKHO OBIJIO BBIMBITHCA U YCTPOUTH CTUPKY MOCJIE YTOMHU-
TEJIbHBIX MAPIIPYTOB.

Mpe1 3aHecnu omexnay, a Hapnbs3 Panna, enme U pyxbeE,
YTOOBI OTTOHSTH )KUBOTHBIX OT MYCOPHBIX KYU.

B Hamem gome ObUM BCE yJI0OCTBA, U Mbl BCEJIUIUCH B
HETO Ha 3Ty JOJTYI0 3UMOBKY.

ExenneBHast pyTuHHas padorta ¢ Hapau dajuia B nepBoe
BpEMsI JIOCTAaBJISJIA MHE OrPOMHOE YAOBOJBCTBHE. OH,
HECOMHEHHO, ObLII MPEJaHHBIM CBOEMY JIeJy YEJIOBEKOM U
OJHUM U3 CaMbIX UHTEIUIMTCHTHBIX JIFOJIEH, KAKUX I TOJIBKO
3HAJL

BceraBate HaM OpUXOAWIOCH PaHO YTpOM. MBI BMeECTE
3aBTpaKajid M OTIPABJSUIMCh Ha MOUCKHU OOpa3loB PYIbI,
OTBICKMBAsi MECTa, IJi¢ OECKOHEUHbIE CEBEPHBIC BETpa CMe-
TaJdu BCE HA CBOEM ITYTH, OTOJISASI CKaJibl U BHIOMpAS y4aCT-
KM 3€MJIM, KOTOPBIE HE ObLJIN MOKPHITHI ITYOOKHUM CHETOM.



Ho, Bce e, cambIM OOJIBIIMM yAOBOJILCTBUEM JIJI1 MEHS
B TOT PaHHUM NEPHUOJ 3UMOBKH ObLIa MOCTOSIHHAsI PaJivo-
cBsi3b ¢ ['peiic. E€ cooOmeHnss mpakTUYEeCKH KaXKIyI0 HOYb
BIUIOTHYIO npuoOnmxanu bocton k CeBepo-3anagHon Tep-
PUTOPHH.

Ho BOT, 0 mpomecTBUM BPEMEHH, COOOIICHUS] UCTOIIU-
JIMCh 10 OJTHOTO - ABYX Pa3 B HENENIIO U, HAKOHEI], OKOHYA-
TEJIbHO CHUKJIY JI0 OJTHOTO PAJAMOCEAHCa B IBE HEJEIIH.

Mpg1 ¢ @ansa Hayalu IEMCTBOBATh APYT-APYry HA HEPBBI,
M MEHS 110 yTpaM 4acTo CTaJl OyJUTh BBICTPENI U3 PYXKbS.
210 Yapiu, cTos 3a IBEPHIO IOMHUKA, OCCIIOPSAI0YHO MaJIUI
0 PEAKUM CHEXHBIM COBaM M apKTUUYECKUM CYCIIMKaM,
OpOAMBIINM MOOINU30CTH.

CHEroxoJ mo-npexXHeMy HAXOAWJICS B HAIIEM PacCIoOps-
>KEHNU, HO OBECTU MIJIb IO Oimpkaimiero rmoceieHns Ka-
puOy Aenaau HOYHOE CyOOOTHEee MyTEIIeCTBUE B TOPO/JI BHE
BCSIKOTO OOCY KJICHHUS.

OnHaxIbl, BO BpEMs Y>KHHA, CTABIIETO YK€ PYTUHHBIM,
@danna 3asBui: JlepKy mapu, 4To TeOE€ HE XBaTaeT €€, a
X3HK?

“I'peirc? Jla, koHeuHo, MHe He xBaraet €. [Iponnto yxe
CTOJILKO BPEMEHHU .

“Jlymaelnib, OHa OJHA CUIUT CEMYac HOYBIO JIOMA U OXKH-
JaeT Hac... Te0s?

A onyctun Busiky: “O uém 310 ThI, Yapmm?”

“Hu 0 uéMm..., aOCOIIOTHO HHU O YéM’.

Ho BedepHUil oTABIX ObLI YK€ UCIOPYEH CTYCTUBIIUMCS
MPAKOM.

K 3TOMy BpeMEHU MBI IIPOBETHU 3/IECH BMECTE OKOJIO IIATH
MECSIIEB, M ATO OB CIMIIIKOM YK JIOJTHUM CPOK...



Hactynuiio u nipouuio PoxaecTBo, a 3MuMHUN BETEp BCE
TaK>K€ BBLI 32 OKHOM C yTpa /10 HOYH.

daHTacTUKa, 0€3yMHe, HO 31€Ch, 3a ABECTH MWJIb OT
OJIMKaWIIIEro K HaM JKMBOTO 4YEJIOBEYECKOIO CYIIECTBA
Ha4aJIo pa3ropaTrbCa MEXIY HAMHU CBOETO POJa CONEPHUYE-
CTBO 3a MpaBO JIIOOWTH MOIO KEHY. HerjacHoe, KOHEYHO,
HO BCE K€ CONEPHUYECTBO 3a KCHIIUHY, KOTOpas HaXOJIH-
Jach B IBYXCTax MHIJISIX OT HAC.

“Kak Tl nymaenib, 4TO OHA MOJECIBIBAET TaM Ceuyac, B
JTAHHBIK MOMEHTHK, a X3HKHU? — BOIPOIIAJ OH, WiIH: “MHe
X04eTcs, 4ToOnl I'peiic moOpIBaja ceroaHs 374eCh BEUEPKOM
M CJIETKa corpena 3to Mecteuko! IIpaBo, xouercs’”.

M BOT, HaKOHEN, OJHAXIbI BECUEPOM B SIHBApE, KOTHAa
OCOOEHHO TSKEJIBIA CHErOIlaJl 3arHajl Hac Ha JiBa JIOJTHX
IIHS B JIOM, COIIEPHAYECTBO ITPHUIILIO K CBOEU KYJIbMHUHAIIUH.

“B3ristHy, CKOJIBKO TEIIa YXOAUT OT Hac — BECh JOM 00-
BEIIAH STUMH YEPTOBBIMU COCYJIbKaMM!”’ — cKazai 4.

“ITo3xke s BeIMAY U COOBIO MX!“ — pazapak€HHO OTBETUII
Yapiu.

S 3amMeTuI1, 4TO CErojHsl y HEro ObUIO OCOOEHHO IIOXO0€
HACTPOECHUE. BUanmMo, OH B JOCTATOYHOM CTEIICHU IIpe-
YMEHBIIIUJI HAallld OCHOBATEJIbHBIE 3aIachl HIOTJIAHICKOIO
BHUCKHU.

“T'bl MEHSI HE TIOHSUT , — TPYCTHO MPOJOJKUI £, - “Ham
HYXKHO JIy4llI€ OTHOCUTBCA APYT K JIPYTry, BelIb HaM Mpe-
CTOUT MPOBECTHU 3/IECH BMECTE €IIE HE OJUH MECHIL .

“A, XboHkHm, 3abecrmokouyicsa? CTpacTHO 3axOTEIIOCh B
TEIUTYIO TIOCTEJIbKY K CBOEH HECpaBHEHHOM OJiaroyxaromien
KEHyIIKE?”

“IIpekpatu 3TH myTOuKHU HACUET ['peric. MeHs yxke Tou-
HUT OT HUX!”



“2T0 yX ciaumkoM!”, — OH BCTAJI M3-3a CTOJIA U YIIET B
1a00pPaToOpHIO.

MunyT 4depe3 AeciaTh S TOXKE OTIPABWICS Tyaa U OOHa-
PYXWI, K CBOEMY YAUBJIECHHIO, 4TO Yapiu CTOUT, TAXKEIO
ONEepUIKCh O IMKad U, MOJIYa, CMOTPUT B TOJI.

“OcTaBb MEHS”, - THXO U HEBHATHO TPOOOPMOTAJI OH.

“Te0st TOHUT?”’

“Ila, XPHKH, TOIIHUT. TOIMHUT M OT 3TOTO MECTa, U OT
TeOs1 ToXkE!

“B uém xe neno? JlaBaii BepHeMcs 0OpaTHO .

“B Takyto 0ypro? ”

“Y Hac BIOJIHE CHOCHBINM CHETOXO .

“Het! ¥ MeHs TyT €CThb OJJUH MPOEKT, 1 HE MOTY IPOCTO
TaK YUTH, OTOPOCHUB €TI0 NPOYb, CJIOBHO I'PSA3HYIO TPAMNKY!”

“Ho mouemy u pajgy 4ero Mbl JOJKHBI TEPHETH ATY IbIT-
Ky?”

“Tsl HE TOHST MEHS, XOHKHU! ~” — OH MOBEPHYJICI KO MHE,
elBa caepkuBas sMonun. Kak HA cTpaHHO, HO THEB HA €T0
JUILE BIPYT CMEHWICS YE€M-TO IMOXOXHUM ITOYTH HA OTYas-
HUE.

“S1 He OBLI reoJIOroM paHbliie, s HAYWHAJ CBOIO Kapbepy,
BIIOJIHE YyJa4HYIO0, B OJHON KPYyHHOH (papMarieBTHYECKON
koMIaHuu. THI ke 3Haelllb, KaK OHM IIaTaT!”

“Uro xe ciyunnock, YHapmm?

OH TNOKa4yHyJICA W MOPUCIOHWICS K CTEHE, 4YTOOBI HE
yIacCTh.

“O10 yxacHo, XoHKH! Co MHOH CIIydHniach COBEPIIICHHO
HEBEpOsiTHAs Bellb. Sl HE cMor padoTaTh ¢ MOJONBITHBIMU
KABOTHBIMHU, MpPEACTaBIIsiClIb? I HE CMOI CTaBUTh JKCIIE-
PUMEHTHI HaJ, HUMHU, HE cMOT youBaTh ux! S, mymato, 4to
HE CMOT'Y YOUTh HH OJIHOTO >KMBOI'O CyIIIECTBA Ha cBeTe!”



“A Kak HACYeT TE€X JKUBOTHBIX W MTHII, IO KOTOPHIM ThI
MU ?”

“Tpl monast B s101049k0, X3HKHU! S craparoch, s OYEHb
CTaparoCh MONacTb B HUX, HO Y MEHSI HUYETO HE MOJy4acT-
csa! Sl HamepeHHO Aaro npomax. HapoyHo OTBOXKY pyXKbe B
caMblii IMOCJICAHUA MOMEHT, 4TOObI MpoMaxHyThcs! Bot
MOYEMY 5 YIIEN B I€OJIOTUIO — CKAJIbI, 3€MJIA. . .

TonbKO OHM HE OMACHBI I MEHSA, 3TO €IMHCTBEHHOE
0JI€ JIESITEILHOCTH, IJI€ SI HE BBICTABJISI ObI Ce0s1 HIMOTOM.

“Tbl HE BBICTABUJI OBl ce0s1 uanoTOoM, Yapiu, Jaxe eciu
Obl MBI 3asBWJIM, UTO 3aBEPIIMIN padOTy M CErogHs XKe
BEPHYJIUCh OOpPAaTHO. YHHUBEPCUTET MO-IPEKHEMY IIpUTJIa-
CUJI ObI T€OS, U ThI MO-MPEKHEMY 3aHsUT ObI CBOE Mpodec-
COPCKOE MECTO”.

“A s Bemb KOE B 4eM yxke mnpeycren’, — danna Bapyr
OBICTPO MPUTJIAIUII HEPBHBIM JKECTOM CBOM pacTpenaBIlIve-
Csl BOJIOCHI. - “TBI TaK HUYEro M HE MOHsI, XAPHKHU? Y MEHs
yK€ HET BPEMEHHU Ha €mI¢ OJWH MpoBaji: OyAET CIUIIKOM
MO3HO HAYMHATh BCE cCHadana!”

B toT nenp Yapau 0osbllle HUYETO HE TOBOPHI O MOEH
KEHE, HO Y MEHS BIPYTI BO3HUKIJIO HEXOPOIIEE OILIYIICHUE,
YTO, TOBOPSI O CBOEM ycmexe, Yapiau, KOHEYHO ke, UMEN B
BUYy HE padoty. Ero mepmelii Opak Toke MOT ObITh IIPOBa-
JIOM.

He xoten nu Yapiu Pajuia B MOPHIBE MbIHOU OTKPOBEH-
HOCTH HAMEKHYTh MHE, UYTO YK€ KO€ B YEM MPEYCIIEN B OT-
HOILIICHMSX ¢ I peric?

S nmnoxo cnai s3Tor HOUYBKO. K Tomy ke, cHavanma Yapiu
JAJICKO 3a MOJHOYb MPUHSIICA XOJIWTh BOKPYT AOMa M CO-
KpyIlIaTh COCYJIbKM, 4 KOTJa OH YTOMOHWIICSI, BETEP BIAPYT
U3MEHWI HampaBJICHUE W, CJIOBHO MPEIBENIABIICE CMEPTH



[IPUBEACHUEC-TUIAKAJIBIINAIA, CTaJl M3BJIEKATh W3 HAIIEro
IBIMOXO0/a BOIUIU U CTOHBI.

A, ycnpimas, yto Yapau yi€rcs B KpoBaTh, BCTaJl, YTOObI
BBITJISIHYTh HapyKy, HO CTEKJIO ObLJIO MAaTOBBIM HM3-3a HaHE-
CEHHOIO BETPOM cHera. Sl HMYero He cMOr Obl YBUJIETh
CKBO3b OKHO: BCE€ OKOHHBIC CTEKJIA OBLIA I'yCTO MOKPBITHI
HENIPOHULIAEMOUN U3MOPO3BIO.

birke K yTpy s IUTBUT B KAKOM-TO TSHKEIOM, O€CITOKOM-
HOM MOJYCHE, MOJYIPEMOTE, MOKA PEAKUAE TPEIU IECCHKU
NTUYKA OKOHYATEJIBHO HE Pa3Oyauiiu MEHs, COOOIIMUB, YTO
OypaH 3aKOHYMJICS.

Teneps, HaBepHOE, OYAET CIABHO, BO3MOKHO, JTaXKE COJI-
HEYHO, XOTS CHJIbHBIE MOPO3bl MOT'YT IIPOCTOATH, MOXKAITYH,
€€ HECKOJIbKO JTHEU.

Yapau K 3TOMy BPEMEHHU YK€ BCTaJ, U OBUIO CIIBIIIHO,
KaK OH XOJHWT TyJa-CloJIa MO0 KOMHATE, MPUTOTOBIAS 3aB-
Tpak, HO s TIOYTHU HE oOpalliajl Ha HEro BHUMAaHUsI, CTapasiCh
[IOCHATh €IE XOTh HEMHOTO.

HeoxunganHo 3a OOHOW U3 CTEH JIOMa CO 3BOHOM yIiajia
COCYyJIbKa, HO 1 U Ha He€ HE O0paTwyi BHUMAaHHUS, YK€ IO-
I'PYKEHHBIN B JPEMOTY.

CnycTss HEKOTOPOE BpEMS, S BIAPYT HAMPArcCs, OCO3HAB,
YTO yCJabIal ero. Beictpen!

MosxkeT ObITh, Hapisii BBIIIET U CHOBA CTPEISAET MO KU-
BOTHBIM? HoO Bce CTHXJIO, CIBIIIANCAd TOJIBKO IIYM BCKH-
MEBIIEro Ha ra3oBoil mimTe kode. [enatbs ObLIO HEUEro, u
MHE MOHEBOJIE TPUILIOCh BCTaTh W BBINTH B COCEIHIOK)
KOMHaATY.

Yapiip3 Paia KakUM-TO 00pa30oM OKa3aJicsl CUISIIUM Ha
MOEM CTYJIE HAIIPOTUB OKHA 3a IIYCTbIM, HE HAKPBITHIM CTO-



JIOM, YCTaBUBIIUCH B CTEHY. TOHEHbKAas anas CTPyUKa Kpo-
BU cOerasa BHU3 10 ero j0y. OH ObL1 MEPTB.

MHe noTpeboBaiOCh HECKOJBKO CEKYHJ, 4YTOOBI OCO-
3HaTh caM (PaKT €ro CMEpPTH, U Ja)K€ KOrja s YBUJIEN SIBHOE
IIYJIEBOE€ OTBEPCTHUE BBILIEC JIMHUUA €0 BOJIOC, 1 BCE €LIE HE
MOI' 3aCTaBUTh C€0sl MOJHOCTHIO TOBEPUTHh B PEATBLHOCTH
ero cMeptH. [lepBoil mpuIILIa MBICTE O CAMOYOUICTRBE.

Ho, BOT cenyac, mociie Toro KaKk MOW B3IJISIJ IIPOIIEIICS
0 MOJYy W CTONY, s YOEOWJICS, YTO COBEPIIUTH €ro ObLIO
HEBO3MOKHO. TO, 4TO OH ObLJI MTHOBEHHO YOUT myJed —
OYE€BUJIHO, HO HUKAKOTO OPYXKHUSI ITOOJIM30CTH HE OBLIO.

Sl ocMOTpen KaxKabli JHOMM KOMHATBI U IAXKE B3TJIAHYJI
Ha noToyIoK. Hurae Hukakoro opyxust He ObUIO — 3TO (DAKT.
Jlaxe pyxb€ Hapin BUCYe31o O CBOEro OOBIYHOTO MECTa B
yIIIy Y JBEPH.

Ho eciu 310 HE caMOyOUIMCTBO, TO YTO?

Hpyroro oobsicHeHus Toxke He ObL10! Ho, Tak nim nHaue,
a yOuJI OH ce0s caM.

A pazorpen nepegaTyuK M COOOIIMII O CIYYUBIIEMCH,
CKa3aB, YTO, MOKaIyH, IPUBE3Y TEIO HA CHETOXOAE, CPAXKY
XK€, KaK TOJbKO MO3BOJISIT MHE oOcTosiTeNbcTBa. Hara
ABAaHTIOPA B Kparo 3a JIMHUEHW BEYHOM MEP3JIOTHI 3aKOHYMU-
JIOCb.

Ho xorga st ykjiaasiBajd CBOM BEIIH, 51 BAPYT BCIIOMHUJI O
kKode. B kakoil-TO U3 MOMEHTOB MOHUX MOUCKOB SI BBIKJIIO-
YUJI KYXOHHYIO IUIATY U JaXKE€ OTXJIEOHYJ HEMHOTO Koge,
COBEPIIIEHHO HE JyMas O TOM, 4To s Aejnar. Ho teneps...

Jlronn ONM3KHE K COBEPIICHUIO CaMOyOWIICTBA MPHUIO-
TOBJIAIOT 3aBTpaku? CTaBAT OHU KO(PEHHUKU HA KYXOHHBIE
TJTATHI?



W Torma s B3mysAHYA npaBae B juio. Yapne3 Damia He
yOuBaja ce0si. 9TO — COBEPIICHHO TOYHO. XOTS 3TO M Ka-
KETCSI HEBO3MOXKHBIM, HO 3TO Tak. f cenm y Tena, 3aTem
BCTaJl ¥ IIPUKPBLUT €ro 0enoit mpocThiHE. [ToTOM cHOBa cer.

Yo xe 310 Bcé-Taku? CamMoyOMNHCTBO, HECUACTHBIN CITy-
yail min youicTBo — Kak Bc€ mpocto. He camoyOuiicTBo, HE
HECYACTHBIM ciaydyand. OH COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO HE YHWCTUII B
3TO BpEMs CBOE PYKBE.

BeposTHBIM 0CTajI0Ch TOJIBKO OIHO.

YouiicTso.

M Tonbko aBa BapuaHTa. JIMOO s, TMOO KTO-TO MOCTO-
POHHUN.

A Touno He yOuBan Yapiu naxke BO CHE. S MpOCHYJICS
cpa3y ke, KaKk TOJIbKO yCJbIlIal BeICTped. 1 B 3TO Bpems
ObLI B KPOBATH.

S momomi€n u mpuces Ha KOPTOYKHU TT03aIM €T0 TeJIa, Ibl-
TasiCh IOHATH, YTO OH BUJIEJ B TOT IOCJIETHUA MOMEHT.

N g yBugen sto. lIpssMo HanpoTUB MEHS, B LIEHTPE MaTO-
BOr'0, 3aMEP3IIEr0 OKHAa ObUIO OTBEPCTHE, 3aTSHYTOE ITY-
IIACTBIMU KJIOYKaMU UHES. S HEe 3aMeyall ero paHble, M0-
TOMY, YTO 3aTEUIMBBIC KPUCTAIUIbL, [IOXO0KHUE HA UHEU Mpe-
KpPAacHO 3aMacCKHpOBAJIM OTBepcTHE. TpelmuHKu pa3dera-
JIACh B PA3HbIE CTOPOHBI, HO CHET JEP>KaJl OCKOJIKA CTEKJIA,
HE 1aBasi UM BbINACTb.

BHe3anmHoe 4yBCTBO PagOCTH OXBATHUJIO MEHS, S CHEJAI
otkpbiTue! [lyns npunina cHapyku — TaliHa packpsita!

Ho, HaknHYB NTAJIbTO W BBICKOYUB HAPYXKY, I MOHSI, YTO
KaKas-TO BEJIUKAS TalHA OKyTaJia 3TO MECTO.

XOTd TMO3€EMKA U OCTaBWJIA Y3KYIO JIOPOXKKY TOJ HaBUCA-
IOIIEH KpBIIIEH 0Ma, CYTpoObI BBIIIE MOEU TOJIOBBI OKPY-
’Kajld HaC CO BCEX CTOPOH. Jlaxke CHeroxoj ObLI 3aHECEH.



HukTo HE cMor OBl TOJOMTH K JOMY IO 3TOMY O€JIOMY CHeE-
I'y, HE OCTaBUB Ha HEM cCJie/a.

A mpomen BIOJBb COCYJIEK - HEKOTOpPBIE W3 HUX OBbLIX
TOJIMHOW C MOKO PYKY - MU OCTAHOBWJICSI y TIPOOUTOrO OK-
Ha. CHer clierka 3aHEC JOPOXKKY IO/ HUM, HO 5 Cpa3y yBH-
JeJl TIPUKJIad pyKbs Hapiay, XOpOIIO 3aMETHBIN CPEIU €ro
OCJU3HBI.

S BeITamMN PYyXbE U3-MOJ CHETA, U CTaJl BHUMATEIIBLHO
OCMATPHUBATh C HAACXKIOM, UTO 3TO MHE YTO-HUOYIb HACT.
HecoMHEHHO, M3 HEro HEAABHO CTPENSIA, WU OHO OBLIO
opyaueM youiictBa. Ho He OoJiee Toro.

Sl oTHEC pyXbE€ B JIOM, ITOCTABUII B YIJIy W B Pa3yMbe
cen Ha cTyid. Hac 31ech, COBEpIIEHHO TOYHO, OBLIO TOJIBKO
IBO€ U HHUKOro apyroro Oosee. M1 kro-to youn Yapribia
@anna. T OOCTOSTENBCTBA 3HAYUTEIBHO CYXalld KPYT
10JTI03PEBACMBIX.

MuHOBaJI NMONJEHB, U HA3KOE, MPEI3AKATHOE COJHIIE T0-
SIBUJIOCh, HAKOHEII, Ha F0)KHOM HEOOCKJIOHE.

51 3Han, 4TO BCKOpPE MHE MPUIAETCI MOKUHYTh 3TO MECTO.
Y MeHs He ObUIO HUKAKOTrO EJIAaHUS MPOBECTU HOYb B JI0-
Me ¢ Tesiom Yapnu, a 1opora 3aiMeT, NOKally, BECh OCTa-
TOK JIHS U 1I0OpPYIO 4acTh HOYH.

Hekotopoe BpeMs g CUIET 1 pelai, BbI3BaTh JIM MHE 3a-
paHee caMoJIeET ¢ JibDKaMu U3 ['ya30HOBa 3anvBa, UM OT-
npaBuThbCsl B KapuOy Ha HaIieM CHEroxoje.

Ho Mor im s mpocTo 0exarh OTCI0/1a TEM WJIW UHBIM Y-
TEM MPU CIOKUBIINXCA 00CTOSATENLCTBAX? Yapnb3 youT, u
MOM JTOAT A00paThCsl 40 UCTUHBI M Y3HATh, YTO 3/1€Ch MPO-
U3011LI0.

HepBHO Mepsisa maramMmu KOMHATy UM O3Upas OTCYTCTBYIO-
UM B3TJISI0OM MYCTYIO JIADOpATOPUIO, Sl 3HAJI, YTO pa3raji-



Ka TJIe-TO PSAJIOM, 31€Ch, BHYTPH JEPEBSHHBIX CTEH HAIIIETO
BPEMEHHOTO KHJIMIIIA.

5l cran BCIIOMUHATBH BECHh HAlll NPEABIAYIIMN Pa3roBOP
HacueT ['pelic. OH mo0un e€ — 3to TouHo! M oH xoTed,
4TOOBI OHA MPHUHAJJICKAIA TOIBKO eMy. Sl ObLT B 3TOM CO-
BEPIIICHHO YBEPEH.

A He pemwi JIM OH TaK O0OCTaBUTh CBOE CaMOYOHMICTBO,
YTOOBI BJIACTH OOBHUHWIIA BO BCEM MEHS?

Her. Aocypa! IIpoTuB 3TOro npeanosiokeHus ObUIH JBa
noBojia. TakuM crocoObom u I'pelic He MoJTy4HuIllb, 1 MEHS
o7 OOBUHEHHE HE MOABE/ICIIIb !

Benp s ocTaBasics 31€Ch OJJUH U CMOT Obl U3BMEHUTH BCE
I0KA3aTeIbCTBA W YJIMKH TaK, Kak Obl MHE 3aXOTEJOCh.
[Ipugyman Obl KakyrO-HUOY]Ib UCTOPUIO 110 MOEMY YCMOT-
PEHMUIO.

bbUIM IAHCHI, YTO Y MOJIMIIMA U BOBCE HE BO3HUKHET JKe-
JJAHMS OTIIPABJISATHCA B CTOJIb JIaJIbHEE MyTEIIECTBUE, YTOOBI
IPOBEPUTH MOIO MPABIAUBOCTh. I COOOIIMI MO pajuo, YTO
ATO CaMOyOMHCTBO, HO MOT'Y TaK>K€ CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO ObLIT U
HECUYACTHBIN CIIy4aH.

M HUKTO TOrZIa HE HA30BET CMEPTh Yapiin POCTHIM CJIO-
BOM — YOMICTRO.

Hukto, kxpoMe MeHS.

A onerics, BBIIIET HAPYKY, BEPHYJICS K OKHY U OCMOTpEI
CHET B TOM MECTE, I'JI€ HAIIIEJ PYKbE.

Hudero, oJlHM OCKOJIKH JIbJia OT pa30OUTHIX COCYJieK. TyT
M TaM BUJIHEJIUCH JIMIIb CBEXKHE clienbl Yapiu, clierka 3a-
HECEHHBbIE CHErOM. (Cliebl, OCTABJICHHBIE UM CETOIHS HO-
Ypl0 BO BpeMsi COMBaHUs COCyJieK. HUUbUX APYyrux ciaeaoB
g He Hamen. Hy, ecan Obl XOTh KTO-HUOYb APYIroil CTOSII
31ECh CETOJHS YTPOM MOJ OKHOM. ..



Het, HUKOTO APYroro 37ech HE OBLIO U OBITH HE MOTJIO!
CO BCE BO3PACTABIIMM YJMUBICHUEM CMOTPEI HA OKHO.
[IbIIIHBIN CHET U KPUCTAJUIBI JbJa CIAENAId €r0 COBEPLICH-
HO HEMpO3payHbIM, HA YTO S 0OpaTHUJ BHUMAHHUE €IIE HO-
yp0. Jake eclim HeKHUil He OCTaBJIAIOIIMMI ClIeqoB yOuiila-
HEBHUJIMMKA, CBAJIMBIIMICS C 3aCTHIBIIETO Ha MOPO3€ HeOa,
Y BBIHEC OBl HE3AMETHO PY>KbE U3 JOMHUKA, OH HE CMOT OBl
BoICTpenTh B Hapnu Daiuia yepe3 OKHO 110 TOW HPOCTOM
NPUYHAHE, YTO OH HE YBHUJIEI Obl €ro CKBO3b 3aMEp3IIee
CTEKJIO!

Tak rae e ommbka B MOUX PacCyKACHMSX, T/I€ 3TO “He-
YTO”’, YCKOJIB3AKOIIEE BCE BPEMSI OT MEHS?

S cHOBa BeEpHyJCS B AOM, B3I PYXKbE, pa3psndll €ro U
CTaJl HAKMMATh Ha CITYCKOBOM KPIOYOK. CIIyCK y 3TOTO py-
Kbsl ObLJT YIMBUTEIBHO JIETKUM, MNPSIMO TaKHA BO3yIIHbIM!
Ctouno majblly 4yTh JPOTHYTh, KaK B Ty K€ CEKyHIY
CIBIIIAJICS IMIETYOK yJIApHUKA O MYyCTOM Ka3zeHHUK. O3ape-
HHAE BHUTAJIO TAE-TO PSAOM, OHO MOYTH KOCHYJIOCH MEHH,
€lIC YyTh-YyTh HU...

A ObICTpO TTOCMOTpPEN Ha (PUrypy 1moj OeiabiM NOKPHIBA-
JIOM B KpECIIE, 3aTEM BBIIIEI HAPYXKY U CTAl BHUMATEIBHO
BIJISI/IBIBATHCSI CKBO3b IIPOOMUTOE IyJIEH OKHO.

JIunus BeICTpEna oT cyrpo0a, rjie ObLI0 HalJIEHO PYKbE,
K MOEMY CTYJIy 4€pe3 MATHO B OKHE MPOCMaTpuBaiach J0-
BOJIBHO YETKO, AK€ CKBO3b 3aMep3IIee CTEKIIO!

B cnenyroiee MrHOBEHME s yKe 3HaJ, KTo youn Yapisia
dasna.

[IaTM MUHYT MHE XBaTWJIO, YTOOBI Cpeau pPa3OUTHIX
OCKOJIKOB COCYJIEK IIOJi HalllUM OKHOM HAaWTH HEYTO OOJIb-
mee — HeOOJIBIION KyCOYeK JibJla B MAJICHBKOM IIJIACTHKO-
BOM ITaKE€TUKE. MBI UCIOJIL30BAJIN TAKUE MTAKETUKHA PA3HOTO



pa3Mepa JiJisg XpaHeHUs B jjabopaTopuu 00pasioB ckail. Ho
ATOT IMOCIIY>KHJI COBCEM MHOM IIEJIH.

Yapau npoTep HU3HYTPU B HU3MOPO3U HEOOJBIIOE IIAT-
HBIIIIKO B OIpPEACIEHHOM MECTE, YTOOBI HAIICIUTh CTBOJ
PYKbs Ha KPECJ0, TAe S JOKEH OyAy CHAETh 32 YTPCHHUM
Kode. 3aTeM BbIIIEI, COMII U BOTKHYJI B CHET MOIXOSIIYIO
TOJICTYIO COCYJIbKY, - 5 yciblana e€ 3BoH! U cOagaHCUPO-
BaJl Ha HEH Py»KbE, CKOPEE BCETO, MPOCTO MPUMOPO3UB €T0
HEOOJBIIMM KOJMYECTBOM BOJIbI K COCYJIbKe. TIIaTeabrHO
3a()MKCUPOBAB HAIICJICHHOE B HAIIPABJICHHHM MOETO CTYyJIa
pyxbe, Uapan oCTOPOKHO MOMECTHI MEXKIY €ro CKOOOH U
CITYCKOBBIM KPIOYKOM IUTACTUKOBBIM MEIIOYEK C BOJIOM.
Korja Bojla B makeTHKE 3aMep3jla M pacIHIupuiiach, JIEa
HaJIaBUJI Ha CIIYCKOBOH KPIOYOK, M PYKbE BBICTPEIIMIIO
CKBO3b OKHO B HAIIPaBJICHUH MOETO CTyJIa.

CunpHas otaadya cOpocuiia pykb€ ¢ IIOCTaMEHTa, U Ilia-
CTUKOBBIM MEIIIOYEK 3aTEPSJICS CPEeIM OCKOJIKOB COCYIICK,
HE OTJIWYHMMBINA OT HUX TI0 I[BETY.

Ho B uém xe ommbka ®anna? Yapad, KOHEUHO, DKCIIE-
PHUMEHTHPOBAJI, IIPOCUYUTHIBAS BpPEeMs 3aMep3aHHUsS BOJbI B
MJIaCTUKOBOM TakeTnke. Ho oH, BeposaTHO, HE CMOT IOJIHO-
CTHIO YYECTh BJIHSHUS IIEPEMEHHOM CKOPOCTH BeTpa Ha
BpeMsI 3aMep3aHus BOABI B TAaKETHKE IIPU JAHHOM TeMIIepa-
Type. CKOpOCTh BeTpa BO3pOCia, BoAa 3aMEp3jia HAMHOIO
OBICTpEe, YeM OH PACCUMTBIBAJ, U BBICTpPEN I'PSHYJI B TOT
MOMEHT, KOTJla OH MHUTEJIBHO MPOBEPSII, B TOT IOCIICTHUN
MOMEHT CBOCH JKHW3HH, IIPABUIBHOCTH IPHUIICIa, IPUHUMAS
BCE HamOoJIee XapaKTEepHbIE MOH IO3bI B Kpecie Mepe]] OK-
HOM.

Ho 3adem eMy Bce 3TH CI0KHOCTH, €CJIM KpOME Hac JIBO-
UX 3]IeCh HUKOTo He Obl10? S myman Haj 3TUM BCE TO Bpe-



M, TIoka exan B KapuOy B IUIABHO MOKAYMBAIOIIEMCS Ha
cyrpo0ax cHeroxojne. Ero dapa onMHOKUM CJIa0bIM KOHY-
COM IMpope3aja CIUIONIHYK CTEHY TbMbI 32 OKHAMHU KaOu-
HBL. ..

HagepHoe, Yapiu Oosicsi, 4TO BCE MPOU30ILIO OBl Tak
XK€, KaK IMMPOUCXOIUIIO O ITOr0 C TEMHU KHUBOTHBIMHU, O KO-
TOPBIX OH roBOpwJI. OH OOSUICS, YTO B MOCICTHUNA MOMEHT,
YK€ TMOYTH KOCHYBIIMCH CITYCKOBOI'O KPIOYKa, CHOBA JEP-
HET PYKbE B CTOPORY. U rpsaHeT BeICTpEn!

Wiy oH BOBCE HE CMOXKET HAXKATh HA CIIYCKOBOM KPIOYOK.

B03MOkHO, B OHY U3 TaKUX HOYEU OH YXKE CTOSJI HaJ
MOEU KpOBaThIO C PYKbEM B PyKax, HO MPEOAO0JIETH CEOs
TaK U HE CMOT. XO0JIOJI MPOIIEN II0 MOEU CITUHE.

Cnoco0 e, KOTOpbI OH Mpuiaymai, ObL1 00€3JIHYEH.
Bcé 510 moxoanno Ha 1a00paTOpHBIN AKCIIEPUMEHT, 3a KO-
TOPBIM Thl HA0JIFO/IACIIIb CO CTOPOHBI

Wrtak, Yapap3 dDaiia, cam He kejlas TOro, BCE e, ObLI
yOUT caMUM COOO.

Ho, n mns Bnacreu, u gna ['perc, 1 pemmin npuaepxKu-
BaThCSl BEPCUU OOBIYHOT'O, MPOCTOTO camoyOwuiicTBa. MHe
KKETCSI, YTO MOJIMIUI0 HE OylIeT 0ECIOKOUTh OTCYTCTBHUE
MOPOXOBBIX 0XKOTOB. IIpH CIO0XKUBIINXCS OOCTOATEILCTBAX
OHU CKOpEE COIJIACATCS IIPUHSITh MO0 BEPCHUIO, YEM CTaHYT
OECIIOKOUTH Ce0s1 CBOEH.

MHe ToXe XoueTcs, 4TOObl BCE B ATOM MCTOPHUHU OBLIO
POCTO U SICHO. Sl Beab y>K€ TOBOPWJI BaM, 4TO Sl HE JIETEK-
THUB.



Edward D. Hock

The Impossible “Impossible” Crime

I’m no detective. In fact, most of the time I’m more of
a snow-man, plowing through head-high drifts and 70-mile
winds that plague us nine months of the year in the barren
area of northern Canada beyond the permafrost line. But
when you are living all alone with one other man, 200 miles
from the nearest settlement, and one day that only other
man 1s murdered — well, that's enough to make a detective
out of anybody.

His name was Charles Fuller, and my name is Henry
Bowfort. Charlie was a full professor at Boston University
when I met him, teaching an advanced course in geology
while he worked on a highly technical volume concerning
the effects of permafrost on subsurface mineral deposits. I
was an assistant in his department, and we struck up a
friendship at once, perhaps helped along by the fact that I
was newly married to a sparkling blonde named Grace who
caught his eye from the very beginning.

Charlie’s own wife had divorced him some ten years
earlier and vanished into the wilderness of Southern Cali-
fornia. The three of us dined together regularly, and a close
friendship developed along fairly predictable lines.

Fuller was in the early forties at the time, a good ten
years older than Grace and me, and for as long as we'd
known him he'd talked often about the project closest to his
heart. ”Before I’'m too old for it,” he’d say, “I want to spend
a year above the permafrost line.”



His opportunity came before any of us thought it would,
and one day he announced he would be spending his sab-
batical at a research post in northern Canada, near the west-
ern shore of Hudson Bay. “I’ve given a foundation grant for
eight months’ study,” he said. “It’s a great opportunity. I’1l
never have another like it.”

“You're going up there alone?”” Grace asked.

“Actually, I was hoping I could prevail on your husband
to accompany me.”

I blinked and must have looked a bit startled. “Eight
months in the wilds of nowhere with nothing but snow?”’

And Charlie Fuller smiled. “Nothing but snow. How
about it, Grace? Could you give him up for eight months?”
“If he wants to go,” she answered loyally. She had never
tried to stand in the way of anything I’d wanted to do.

We talked about it for a long time that night, but I al-
ready knew I was hooked. I was on my way to northern
Canada with Charlie Fuller.

The cabin — when we reached it by plane and boat and
snowmobile — was a surprisingly comfortable place, well
stocked with enough provisions for a year's stay. We had
two-way radio contact with the outside world, plus neces-
sary medical supplies and a bookcase full of reading mate-
rial, all thoughtfully provided by the foundation that was fi-
nancing the permafrost study.

The cabin consisted of three large rooms — a laboratory
for our study, a combination living-room-and-kitchen, and a
bedroom with a bath partitioned off in one corner. We’d
brought our own clothes, and Fuller had brought a rifle, too,
to discourage scavenging animals.



We had all the comforts of home, and we settled in for a
long winter's stay.

The daily routine with Charlie Fuller was great fun at
first. He was surely a dedicated man, and one of the most
intelligent I'd ever known. We would rise early in the morn-
ing, breakfast together, and then go off in search of ore
samples. We came to know the places where the endless
winds chafed against bare rock, where the earth was shield-
ed from the deep blanket of snow. And best of all in those
carly days, there was the constant radio communication
with Grace. Her almost nightly messages brought a touch of
Boston to the Northwest Territory.

But after a time Grace's messages thinned to one or two
a week, and finally to one every other week. Fuller and I
began to get on each other's nerves, and often in the morn-
ings I’d be awakened by the sound of rifle fire as he stood
outside the cabin door taking random shots at the occasion-
al snowy owl or arctic ground squirrel that wandered near.
We still had the snowmobile, but it was 200 miles to the
nearest settlement at Caribou, making a Saturday night's
trip into town out of the question.

Once, during the evening meal, which had grown mo-
notonous with repetition. Fuller said, "Bet, you miss her,
don't you, Hank?"

“Grace? Sure I miss her. It's been a long time.”

“Think she's sitting home nights waiting for us — for
you?”

I put down my fork. “What's that supposed to mean.
Charlie?”

“Nothing — nothing at all”.



But the rest of the evening passed under a cloud. By this
time we had been up there nearly five months, and it was
just too long.

Christmas came and went, and the winter wind howled
outside from morning to night.

It was fantastic, it was unreasonable, but up there — 200
miles from the nearest human being — there began to de-
velop between us a sort of rivalry for my wife. An unspo-
ken rivalry, to be sure, a rivalry for a woman nearly 2,000
miles away — but still a rivalry.

“What do you think she's doing right now, Hank?”

Or — “I wish Grace were here tonight. Warm the place
up a bit. Right.

Finally one evening in January, when a particularly
heavy snow had chained us to the inside of the cabin for
two long days and nights, the rivalry came to a head. Char-
lie Fuller was seated at the rough wooden table we used for
meals and paperwork, and I was in my usual chair facing
one of the windows.

“We're losing a lot of heat out of this place,” I com-
mented. “Look at those damn icicles.”

“I’ll go out later and knock them down” he said.

I could tell he was in a bad mood and suspected he'd
been drinking from the adequate supply of Scotch we'd
brought along.

“We might as well make the best each other®, - I saide, -
“We are stuck here for another few months together”.

“Worried? Hank? Anxious to be back in bed with that
luscious wife of yours?”

“Let’s cut out the cracks about Grace, huh? I’m getting
sick of 1t, Charlie”.



“That’s too bad!” .He left the table and went into the
lab. After a moment I followed him in, and found, to my
surprise, that he was slumped against a cabinet, staring at
the floor. “Leave me alone,” he said.

“Are you sick?”

“Sick of this place, sick of you!”

“Then let's go back.”

“In this storm?”’

“We've got the snowmobile.”

“No. No, this is one project. I can’t walk out on.”

“Why not? Is it worth this torture day after day?”

“You don’t understand. He turned to face me, just barely
in control of his emotions. Oddly, though, the anger seemed
to have passed from him, replaced by something very close
to despair. "I didn't start out life being a geologist. My field
was biology, and I had great plans for being a research sci-
entist at some major pharmaceutical house. They pay very
well, you know.”

“What happened?”

He leaned against the wall to steady himself. “The
damnedest thing, Hank. I couldn’t work with animals. I
couldn't experiment on them, kill them. I don't think I could
ever kill a living thing.”

“What about the animals and birds you shoot at?”

“That’s just the point, Hank. I never hit them! I try to,
but I purposely miss! That's why I went into geology —
rocks, the earth. That was the only safe thing, the only field
in which I wouldn’t make a fool of myself.”

“You couldn't make a fool of yourself, Charlie Even if
we called it quits and went back today, the university would
still welcome you. You'd still have your professorship.”



“I’ve got to succeed at something, Hank.” He ran a hand
through his graying hair. “Don’t you understand? It’s too
late for another failure — too late in life to start over
again!”

He didn’t mention Grace the rest of that day, but I had
the sinking sensation that he hadn't just been talking about
his work. His first marriage had been a failure, too. Was he
trying to tell me he had to succeed with Grace?

[ slept poorly that night, first because Charlie had decid-
ed to walk around the cabin at midnight knocking icicles
from the roof, and then because the wind had changed di-
rection and set up a banshee wail in the chimney. I got up
once after Charlie was 1n bed, to look outside, but the win-
dows were frosted over by the wind-driven snow. I could
see nothing but the crystal formations of frost on every
pane.

Toward morning I drifted into an uneasy sleep, broken
now and then by the occasional bird sounds which told me
the storm had ended. It would be pleasant, perhaps even
sunny — though the bitter subzero cold might remain for
days. I heard Charlie up and around, preparing breakfast,
though I paid little attention, trying to get a bit more sleep.
An icicle fell, clattering against the side of the cabin.

Then, sometime later, I sprang awake, knowing I had
heard it. A shot! Could Charlie be outside again, firing at
the animals? I stretched out in the bed, waiting for some
other sound, but nothing reached my cars except the perk-
ing of the coffee pot on the gas stove. Finally I got out of
bed and went into the other room.



Charlie Fuller was seated in my chair at the bare table,
staring at the wall. A tiny stream of blood was running
down his forehead and into one eye. He was dead.

It took me some moments to comprehend the mere fact
of his death, and even after I'd located the bullet wound just
above his hairline, I still could not bring myself to fully ac-
cept the reality of his death. My first thought had been sui-
cide, but now that I had time to let my eyes search the floor
and table, I could see this was impossible. The bullet had
obviously killed him instantly, and there was no weapon
anywhere in sight.

I covered every inch of the room, even looked at the
ceiling. There was no gun anywhere — 1n fact. Fuller's rifle
was missing from its usual place in the corner near the
door.

But if not suicide, what?

There was no other explanation. Somehow he had killed
himself. I warmed up the radio and sent a message to the ef-
fect, telling them I'd bring the body by snowmobile as soon
as I could. Our venture into the country above the perma-
frost line was at an end.

Then, as I was starting to pack my things, I remembered
the coffee. I'd turned off the stove sometime during my
search, and even taken a sip of the coffee, all without giving
it a thought. Do men about to commit suicide start making
breakfast? Do they put a pot of coffee on the stove?

And then I had to face it. Charlie Fuller had not killed
himself.

All right. It seemed utterly impossible — but there it
was. I sat down opposite the body, then got up to cover it
with a blanket, and then sat down again.



What were all the possibilities? Suicide, accident, mur-
der — as simple as that. Not suicide. Not accident. He cer-
tainly hadn't been cleaning his gun at the time.

That left only one possibility.

Murder.

By myself or by an outsider — the only two possibili-
ties.

Certainly, I hadn't killed Charlie, even 1in my sleep. I'd
come to as soon as I heard the shot, and I'd still been 1n bed.

I walked over and crouched behind his chair, trying to
see what he must have been seeing in that final moment.

And then I saw it. Directly opposite, in the center of a
frosted window, there was a tiny hole with wisps of snow
already drifting in. I hadn't noticed it before — the intricate
crystal like designs of the frost had effectively camouflaged
the hole. A few cracks ran from it, but the snow had some-
how kept the window from shattering completely.

It was with a sudden sense of exhilaration that I made
the discovery. The bullet had come from outside — the
mystery was solved!

But as soon as I put on my coat and ventured outdoors, I
realized that a greater mystery had taken its place. Though
the drifting snow had left a narrow walkway under the
overhanging roof of the cabin, drifts higher than my head
surrounded us on all sides. Even the snowmobile was all
but covered. No one could have approached the cabin
through that snow, and certainly not without leaving a visi-
ble trail.

I made my way past fallen icicles, some as thick around
as my arm, to the punctured window. The snow had drifted
a bit beneath it, but I saw at once the butt of Fuller's rifle



protruding from the whiteness. I pulled it out and stared at
it, wondering what it could tell me. It had been recently
fired, 1t was the murder weapon, but there was nothing
more it could say.

I took it back into the cabin and sat down. Just the two
of us, no one else, and somebody had murdered Charlie
Fuller. That narrowed down the suspects considerably.

As the day passed into noon, and the sun appeared final-
ly, low in the southern sky, I knew I would have to be mov-
ing out soon. I did not relish another night in the cabin with
Fuller’s body, and the trip by snowmobile would easily take
the remainder of the brief daylight hours and pan of the
night as well. For a time I debated making for Hudson Bay
instead of Caribou, radioing ahead for a ski plane to pick us
up. But could I go back, by any route or means, under the
circumstances? Charlie Fuller was dead, and I had to dis-
cover how it had happened.

Pacing the cabin, gazing unseeing at the empty laborato-
ry, I knew the answer must lurk here somewhere, within the
wooden walls of our temporary home. I went back in my
mind over our conversations about Grace. He had loved
her, he had wanted her — of that much I was certain. Could
he have committed suicide in such a manner that I would be
accused of his murder?

No, there were two things against that theory — it
wouldn't get him Grace, and it wouldn't get me convicted of
the crime. Because even now I was all alone with the phys-
ical evidence. I could change the scene any way I wanted,
invent any story 1 liked. Chances are, the police would
never even make the trip to the cabin to check my story. I
had already called it suicide in my radio report, but I could



change it to accident. And there was no one to call it mur-
der.

No one but myself.

I went outside again and started sifting through the snow
where I'd found the rifle. But there was nothing — a few
bits of icicle, but nothing more. Here and there one of
Fuller's footprints remained undrafted, from his icicle-
breaking expedition, but I could identify no other prints. If
someone had stood at that window to kill Charlie Fuller.

But no one could have! I stared at the window with
growing wonder. The snow and crystallized frost had made
it completely opaque, as I'd already noticed during the
night. Even 1f an invisible murderer had dropped from the
sky, and somehow got Charlie's rifle out of the cabin, he
could not have fired at Charlie through that window be-
cause he could not have seen him through it!

So where did that leave me?

I went back inside to the rifle, emptied 1t, and tried the
trigger. It had been adjusted to a hair trigger — the slightest
pressure of my finger was enough to click the hammer on
the empty chamber.

Suddenly I felt that I was on the verge of i1, that I almost
had the answer. I stood staring at the blanket-covered figure
in the chair, then went outside and looked through the bullet
hole at it again. Lined up perfectly, even through an opaque
window.

And then I knew who had murdered Charlie Fuller.

1 was staring at his body in the chair, but it was my
chair! Twenty minutes, a half hour later, and I would have
been sitting in that very chair, eating breakfast. Charlie
would have called me when the coffee was ready, and I



would have come out to sit in that chair, as I did every
morning.

And Charlie Fuller would have killed me.

It took me five minutes of excited sorting through the
bits of icicle in the snow under the window to find the one
that was something more. It was ice, all right, but ice en-
cased 1n a tiny heat-sealed plastic pouch. We used pouches
of all sizes in the lab for the rock specimens we collected.
This one had served a different purpose.

Charlie had driven one of the icicles into the snow and
balanced the rifle on the top of it — probably freezing it to
the icicle with a few drops of water. Then he'd wiped away
a tiny speck of frost on the window to line up the gun barrel
with the chair m which I would be sitting. He'd fixed the ri-
fle with a hair trigger, and then jammed the tiny plastic
pouch of water between the front of the trigger and the
guard.

When the water in the pouch froze, the ice expanded
against the trigger, and the rifle fired through the window at
the chair. The recoil had thrown the rifle free of its icicle
support, and the frozen pouch of water had dropped into the
snow like a simple piece of ice.

And what had gone wrong? Charlie Fuller must have
timed the freezing of the water-filled pouch, but he proba-
bly hadn't timed it in subzero cold with a wind blowing.
The water had simply frozen sooner than he'd planned —
while he was sitting in my chair for a moment, adjusting it
to the precise all-important position facing the window.

But why had he gone to all that trouble to kill me, when
we were alone? I thought about that all the way back to
Caribou in the snowmobile. He'd probably feared that it



would he like the animals he'd told me about, that at the fi-
nal moment he wouldn't have been able to squeeze the trig-
ger. Perhaps 1n the night he'd even stood over my bed with
his rifle, unable to go through with it. This way had made it
impersonal, like a lab experiment to be set up and observed.

So Charlie Fuller had murdered himself. But for the au-
thorities, and for Grace I decided to stick to the suicide sto-
ry. I didn't think they'd bother too much about things like
the absence of powder burns. Under the circumstances, they
were stuck with my story, and I wanted to keep it simple.
As I said in the beginning, I’'m no detective.
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